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Capacity Building as a Component of Aboriginal Community-based HIV/
AIDS Research

Renée Masching1, Linda Archibald2, Randy Jackson3

ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

integrated



A BRIEF LITERATURE REVIEW OF RESEARCH CAPACITY BUILDING

To develop community capacity to conduct relevant community-based research, [and] provide guidance 
to the academic community regarding Aboriginal people/s and their research needs. Moreover, [it 
will strive …] to include the principles of Aboriginal community ownership, control, [access and 
possession] within a community development framework while promoting an environment of mutual 
trust and benefit for all parties (CAAN, 2001, p. 4).

Epidemiologists must be willing to build relationships with participants, learn from the community, 
and share both power and their own training and abilities for the good of the community. At the same 
time, the community must perceive a benefit in the project and the results, be willing to participate in 
the process and the tasks, and grapple with new concepts such as validity and reliability (p. 504).



BACKGROUND





Indigenous knowledge cannot be verified by scientific criteria nor can science be adequately assessed 
according to the tenets of Indigenous knowledge. Each is built on distinctive philosophies, methodologies, 
and criteria. While there is considerable debate around their relative merits, contests about the validities 
of the two systems tend to serve as distractions from explorations of the interface, and the subsequent 
opportunities for creating new knowledge that reflects the dual persuasions (p. 1138)…… 

The challenge is to afford each belief system its own integrity, while developing approaches that can 
incorporate aspects of both and lead to innovation, greater relevance, and additional opportunities for 
the creation of new knowledge (p. 1143). 

CAAN’S CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES



EVALUATING CAPACITY BUILDING

SUMMER TRAINING AWARDS

INTEGRATED EVALUATIONS





TABLE 1: Rating CAAN’s Progress: “Increased Skills and Capacity at the Community Level” 
as Reported by AGM Participants and Community Survey Respondents7

RESPONDENTS RATING

NA*



OTHER INITIATIVES

RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS

NATIONAL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

KNOWLEDGE BROKERING



1ST ABORIGINAL CBR CAPACITY BUILDING CONFERENCE

“The Perspective of the Capacity Builders” Insights from the Research Unit Staff



To expand capacity within CAAN and the community to create a solid base of Aboriginal researchers 
who will optimize culturally relevant community-based HIV/AIDS research  related to Aboriginal 
Peoples and HIV/AIDS which will guide action in response to the epidemic (Masching, 2006).

DISCUSSION AND NEXT/FUTURE STEPS



CONCLUSION
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APPENDIX A

DETAILS OF CAAN CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES

Environmental Scan

Summer Training Award (STA) Program

Capacity building Proposal Development Projects 

Capacity building Workshops and Written Materials



Conference Presentations 

Research Technical Assistants



APPENDIX B

DETAILED EVALUATION METHODS

CAAN approaches evaluation from two perspectives

Summer Training Award Program evaluation methods

Integrated Evaluation



Limitations for the 2006-2007 Integrated Evaluation


