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Brief Overview of the Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN) 

The Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network is a national, not-for-profit organization: 

• Established in 1997 

• Represents over 400 member organizations and individuals 

• Governed by a national thirteen member Board of Directors 

• Has a four member Executive Board of Directors 

• Provides a national forum for members to express needs and concerns 

• Ensures access to HIV/AIDS-related services through advocacy 

• Provides relevant, accurate and up-to-date HIV/AIDS information 

 

 

Mission Statement 

CAAN provides a National forum for Aboriginal Peoples to wholistically address HIV and AIDS, 

HCV, STBBIs, TB, Mental Health, aging and related co-morbidity issues; promotes a Social 

Determinants of Health Framework through advocacy; and provides accurate and up to date 

resources on these issues in a culturally relevant manner for Aboriginal Peoples wherever they 

reside. 
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Editorial Policies:  Purpose and Audience 

The CJACBR is an annual on-line and paper journal published by CAAN as a service to its 

members and anyone with an interest in Aboriginal Community-Based Research.  

 

The CJACBR is a peer-reviewed journal which welcomes contributions from any author. Priority 

however, may be given to an author of Aboriginal ancestry/background, should manuscripts of 

comparable quality be available. First consideration will be given to innovative articles covering 

areas identified as HIV/AIDS research-intensive which demonstrates the use of Community-Based 

Research (CBR) methods and/or philosophy. 

  

Articles published in CJACBR are directed toward several audiences. The primary audience is 

Aboriginal HIV and AIDS service organizations and Aboriginal people living with HIV and AIDS 

(APHAs). The CJACBR secondary audiences include community leaders, policy and decision-

makers, and anyone with an interest in HIV and AIDS, particularly within Aboriginal populations 

and communities. 
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VOLUME VIII INTRODUCTION  

 

We thought it would be timely to highlight some of the new directions the HIV community is 

moving toward as organizations across the country begin to work from PHAC’s expanded 

mandate. This Edition of the Canadian Journal of Aboriginal HIV/AIDS Community-Based 

Research (CJACBR) is robust with five peer-reviewed articles. Topics in Volume VIII include: 

Indigenous Methodologies, Indigenous Knowledge Translation, and Hepatitis C.   

In Indigenizing research practices (P.p. 3 to 20), Indigenous researchers Anita Benoit and 

Doe O’Brien- Teengs share their experiences of, and reflections on incorporating Indigenous 

culture into their research projects.  

Knowledge Translation in Indigenous communities (P.p. 81 to 104) by Randy Jackson and 

Renée Masching is a comprehensive overview of the literature pertaining to knowledge 

translation (KT) with special attention to the nuances that have been incorporated into 

mainstream KT. This article will contribute to our understanding of how to make KT 

outputs and processes more effective in Indigenous communities.  

 

Volume VIII also brings together a trio of papers that highlight one project. The Water 

Journey is a national research project that looked to find and explore culturally resonant 

ways to support Indigenous Peoples with lived experience of Hep C. The Water Journey 

papers offer a scoping review (P.p. 22 to 42), a paper dedicated to research methods (P.p. 

44 to 59), and an articulation of research priorities that emerged from four focus groups 

involving people who are Hep C positive (P.p. 61 to 79).     

We hope that like us, you find that papers that are included in Volume VIII of the CJACBR to 

be informative and helpful to your work.     

 

 

     Marni Amirault                                       Sherri 

Pooyak    


